Cordia Murphy

Artist’s Statement

I photograph nature because I love beauty and can see things that others might not see.   Being outdoors is where I have always felt most like myself and where I have always found my greatest connection to God.  I feel complete joy when my work is going well and for me that is being fully able the capture the mood, texture, smell, colors, light and the emotion of what I consider to be beautiful. 

For the first several years as a photographer, I used the automatic setting on my camera not wanting to get bogged down with aperture, shutter speed and all of that.  I wanted to allow myself freedom from numbers.  Having been creative all of my life, I was able to observe effectively and frame nicely and got some lovely photographs this way.  One evening, however, I tried to shoot a fawn at dusk lying beneath a tree.  I was so frustrated because, no matter how much I tried, I could not obtain the nuances and mood of this lovely creature and serene setting.  I committed that day to never again use the automatic setting on my camera except for action bird shots. I have labored hard to learn the technicalities of photography and light.  Now I know enough to say that the world is my complete oyster and I am thrilled with the freedom this has given me.  My eyes and my heart though will always be my most treasured tools.

Today, I am still photographing water and the ebbs and flows of Long Island sound into the tidal brooks and marshes of our area. I love our beautiful Atlantic and the play of light upon her.  Seabirds will always fascinate me.  I have grown into being able to capture the playfulness of fog on the hills in spring and fall and evening settling gently onto the world.  Photography completes me.  I know when a piece has turned out really well because it captures the mood in nature, the beauty of nature and the emotion this elicits in me.
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